I started my journey at Minnesota State University, Mankato in a very difficult time. My freshman year was in 2020 during the height of COVID. The situation made for more than a few days full of struggle both mentally and physically. Honors and more specifically the honors learning community helped me to meet some people who helped me during some of my most difficult times. My second year, after having had a bad experience with my roommate who was also in honors, I had a different take with the honors program.  However, I was lucky enough to have met another person in the honors program who helped me see that I should not take anything for granted. Honors is a privilege that can really help someone make friends and build a foundation on which to start your professional career. I have managed to keep a few friends from honors through my years, and I have met even more people along the way. Ideally, I would like to be more involved in honors and I continue to grow and attend MSU. However, I don’t know how much will be in the cards since I have a heavy credit major alongside two minors. I would like to have my experience in honors help teach me the benefits of working in teams and working individually as well as the importance of meeting and exceeding deadlines and expectations. I believe that these skills would serve me best in both my personal life and my professional life. I do not have a lot of time left here at MSU, but the great thing about honors is that it carries on after college. Therefore, I have more time to use the skills I have learned in honors. In the future I could see myself looking back on my time in honors and remembering not only the friendships but the experiences I had that helped me complete the program such as the Undergraduate Research Center’s Research Apprenticeship Program. The program helped me learn not only what I did not know about research but also what I had no clue was out there. It helped remind me that there are multiple takes to things in life and sometimes you just have to look at it through a different angle.
